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MINUTES OF THE MEETING FEBRUARY 8, 2021 
 

PRESIDENT SHERER: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to Canton City Council.  Council 

Members, please remind… I want to remind you about your earbuds, and please silence your cell phones and 

we definitely are encouraging social distancing tonight.  With a quorum being present, the Chair calls this 

meeting of Canton City Council to order.  Roll call please, Mr. Clerk. 

 

11 COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: (WILLIAM SMUCKLER, JAMES BABCOCK, CHRISTINE 

SCHULMAN, GREG HAWK, JASON SCAGLIONE, CHRIS SMITH, ROBERT FISHER, KEVIN HALL, 

JOHN MARIOL, PETER FERGUSON & FRANK MORRIS)  

 

ELEVEN COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT.  (MEMBERS SCHULMAN, MARIOL & MORRIS 

APPEARED VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE)    (Note: Member Kimbrough did not respond to the roll call, 

however she was visible on the video screen) 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Eleven present, one absent, Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Clerk Dougherty, for the record, Member Kimbrough is present. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  It looks like she’s on mute. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Member Kimbrough, can you hear us? 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  She can hear us, but we can’t hear her.  

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Well, we can’t hear you. 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  She can’t vote then.  (Inaudible voices in the background)  No. 

 

I.T. DIRECTOR BARTON:  Did she call in?  Ask her if she called in on the number? 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Member Kimbrough, can you please call in… 

 

MEMBER KIMBROUGH:  Hello.  Can you hear me now?   

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  I think I heard you. 

 

MEMBER KIMBROUGH:  Yeah, I’ll call in. 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Well, we can hear you… 

 

MEMBER KIMBROUGH:  (Inaudible)… I will call in from… 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  No, we can hear you now.  We gotcha now, girl. 

 

MEMBER KIMBROUGH:  Can you hear me now? 
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PRESIDENT SHERER:  Yes, we do. 

 

MEMBER KIMBROUGH:  Okay, alright.  Sorry. 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Twelve… twelve present, Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER: Thank you, Clerk Dougherty.  Tonight’s invocation… invocation will be given by 

Ward 4… Ward 4 Council Member, Chris Smith.  If you would all please stand and remain standing for the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

The regular meeting of Canton City Council was held on February 8, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. in the Canton City 

Council Chamber.  The roll call was taken (see above) by Clerk of Council, David R. Dougherty.  The 

invocation was given by Ward 4 Council Member, Chris Smith.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President 

Sherer.   

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Thank you, Member Smith. 

 

AGENDA CORRECTIONS AND CHANGES 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  We are now under Agenda Corrections and Changes, Leader Smuckler. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move Rule 22A be suspended to add 2nd Reading of Ordinance #8 

back to this evening’s agenda. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded to suspend Rule 22A to add 2nd Readings to 

Ordinance… Ordinance #8 to this evening’s Agenda.  Are there any remarks?  …Hearing none, roll call vote, 

please. 

 

NO REMARKS        ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, O NAYS 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Twelve yeas, Mr. President.   

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  The motion carries and Ordinance #8 is a legal part of your agenda.   

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  We are now under Public Hearings and we have no Public Hearings for this 

evening.    

OLD BUSINESS 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  We are now under Old Business, and there is no Old Business for this evening.  

 

PUBLIC SPEAKS 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  We are now under Public Speaks and we have one speaker for this evening, and it is 

Miss Kimberly Bell.  Miss Bell, could you please step forward and give us your name and residential address, 
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please. 

 

KIMBERLY BELL:  Kimberly Bell, residential address… well, again homeless in the City of Canton.  Okay, 

first of all, this piece of paper I just took from over there, the agendas and the whatever you want to call… 

whatever you do… to do business of City Council.  I sat up here and added every dollar sign on here.  It’s over 

eleven million dollars on this paper.  I got a text, and out of your respect, President, I will not say any names 

cause last year you asked me not to and I’m doing this out of respect for you.  I will not mention any names.  I 

was called a bare faced lie by a city official about a conversation I had with another individual that works with 

the City about a program.  I did not tell a bare faced lie.  The conversation… you should have called me and 

asked me how the conversation went, and I would have been more than happy to repeat it to you, but I did not 

lie about five thousand dollars.  When… that’s like going to the bank to say I got a 700 credit score and I want 

three hundred… I want thirty thousand dollars and I got a cre… I have a 700 credit score.  When they go to look 

at the credit score, I only got a 560.  So… so in my situation, you telling me I’m a bare faced lie was an insult to 

the injury I’m dealing with right now which is homelessness.  But I’m over that.  You let twel… up on 12th and 

Market, you’ll see the Arabs have that whole area sewed up.  You go further down to 12th and Fulton, the 

Mexicans got it, and you… they find a loophole to fall through to get these businesses started.  I’ve been a 

resident all my life, I’m 56 years old and I’m homeless.  And I’m told… I was told that today in order for me to 

get housing, I gotta go from a hotel to a shelter.  A hotel I’m paying for to a shelter in order to get housing.  

Maybe me running for Mayor will… is… is why these things are happening so I can address these issues.  I’m 

running out of time and I… I got so much to say about this… about this eleven million.  Okay, if I’m a… if I’m 

a bare faced lie… that’s what I wanted to say.  If I’m a bare faced lie, then me running from Mayor, I will be 

amongst my peers who lie to the taxpayers about the… about spending their money on the hotel that I work at 

or that Centennial Plaza.  So me being a bare faced lie, I’m right with my peers when I’m talking to you all.  So 

me running for Mayor, you know, I… I really, really want that office because I want to change a lot of things. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Thank you, Miss Bell. 

 

KIMBERLY BELL:  (While walking away)… (Inaudible)… me a bare faced lie. 

 

INFORMAL RESOLUTIONS 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  We are not… now under Informal Resolutions and we have one for this evening.  Mr. 

Clerk, would you please read Informal Resolution #2 by title. 

 

#2. MAJORITY LEADER SMUCKLER:  AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT SERVICE DIRECTOR TO OPEN 

ONE OR MORE PURCHASE ORDERS IN TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $26,450.00 FOR 

REPAIR OF PUMP MOTOR AT NORTHEAST WATER TREATMENT PLANT FOR THE WATER 

DEPARTMENT. – ADOPTED 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move we adopt Resolution #2.   

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 
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PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded to adopt Informal Resolution #2.  Are there any 

remarks? …Hearing none, by voice vote, all those in favor signify by saying aye.  Those opposed no. 

 

NO REMARKS RESOLUTION #2 PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  The ayes have it, the motion carries and Resol… Resolution #2 is adopted. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  We are now under Communications.  Let the journal show that all Communications 

are received as read. 

 

NOTE:  ALL COMMUNICATIONS WHICH FOLLOW, LISTED BY AGENDA TITLE, ARE ON FILE  

IN THEIR ENTIRETY IN THE COUNCIL OFFICE. 

 

23. AUDITOR MALLONN:  CERTIFICATE OF TOTAL AMT FR ALL SOURCES FOR 2021. – 

RECEIVED & FILED 

 

24. AUDITOR MALLONN:  STATEMENT OF CASH POSITION DATED 1/29/21. – RECEIVED & 

FILED 

 

25. AUDITOR MALLONN:  REQ LEG FOR RE-ISSUANCE AND SALE OF ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT REVENUE BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE IN MAX AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL 

AMT NOT TO EXCEED $3,250,000.00 TO PAY OFF CURRENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

REVENUE BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE (APPV’D VIA O#53/2020), PMT DUE 4/7/21 (FUND 

1154). – FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

26. AUDITOR MALLONN:  REQ LEG FOR RE-ISSUANCE AND SALE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE IN MAX AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL 

AMT NOT TO EXCEED $3,300,000.00 TO PAY OFF CURRENT GENERAL OBLIGATION 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE (APPV’D VIA O#54/2020), PMT DUE 

4/7/21 (FUND 4504). – FINANCE AND PUBLIC PROPERTY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

COMMITTEES 

 

27. AUDITOR MALLONN:  REQ LEG FOR RE-ISSUANCE AND SALE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 

JUDGMENT BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE IN MAX AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMT NOT TO 

EXCEED $700,000.00 TO PAY OFF CURRENT GENERAL OBLIGATION JUDGMENT BOND 

ANTICIPATION NOTE (APPV’D VIA O#55/2020) PMT DUE 4/7/21 (FUND 1105). – FINANCE 

COMMITTEE 

 

28. AUDITOR MALLONN:  REQ LEG FOR ISSUANCE AND SALE OF REVENUE BOND 

ANTICIPATION NOTE IN MAX AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMT NOT TO EXCEED 

$1,325,000.00 TO PAY OFF CURRENT REVENUE BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE OBLIGATION 

(APPV’D VIA O#56/2020) PMT DUE 4/7/21 (FUND 1156). – FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

29. CHIEF OF POLICE ANGELO:  RPT OF DEPOSITS AND PAY-INS TO AMBULANCE LOCK BOX 

FOR JAN 2021. – RECEIVED & FILED 
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30. FINANCE DIRECTOR CROUSE:  AUTH AND DIRECT AUDITOR TO PAY MORAL OBS FOR 

ENVIROSERVE, INC. EXPENSES RESULTING PRIOR TO PASSAGE OF ORD; RETRO AUTH 

ACTIONS TAKEN TO ENSURE MORAL OBS ARE PAID IN TIMELY MANNER; AUTH 

AUDITOR TO DRAW WARRANTS UPON RECEIPT OF VOUCHERS; EMERGENCY 

(ENVIRONMENTAL CLEAN UP IN 2020). – FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

31. HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  REQ AMEND APPROP O#239/2020 ($503,000.00 SUPP 

APPROP FR UNAPPROP BAL OF FUND 2328 – PUBLIC HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE TO 

FUND 2328.301019 – COVID-19 STIMULUS: 600 – PERSONNEL COSTS - $200,000.00, TO FUND 

2328.301019 – COVID-19 STIMULUS 700 – OTHER DIRECT COSTS - $303,000.00). – FINANCE 

COMMITTEE 

 

32. LIQUOR CONTROL DIV (OHIO):  STOCK TRF D2 D2X D3 (PERMIT #5785073) TO FAST TIMES 

PUB LLC DBA FAST TIMES PUB @ 1537 HARRISON AVE SW. – RECEIVED & FILED 

 

33. MAYOR BERNABEI:  LTR ADVISING OF APPT OF MR. ALBERT “CHIP” CONDE TO CIVIL 

SERVICE COMMISSION COMMENCING IMMEDIATELY THRU 12-31-23. – RECEIVED & 

FILED 

 

34. SERVICE DIRECTOR HIGHMAN:   AUTH SERV DIR TO OPEN PURCH ORDER IN AMT OF 

$26,450.00 TO C.P. ELECTRIC MOTOR REPAIR, INC. (NORTHEAST WATER TREATMENT 

PLANT HIGH SERVICE PUMP MOTOR REPAIR – WATER DEPT.). – RECEIVED & FILED 

 

35. SERVICE DIRECTOR HIGHMAN:  AUTH MAYOR AND/OR SERV DIR TO ADVERTISE, 

RECEIVE BIDS, AWARD AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR PURCH OF ONE (1) FULL SIZE 

CARGO VAN, ONE (1) 4X4 SUV, ONE (1) SMALL CARGO VAN, ONE (1) 4X4 PICKUP TRUCK, 

ONE (1) VALVE OPERATOR, ONE (1) MINI EXCAVATOR AND ONE (1) SKID STEER WITH 

TRAILER; ALTERNATIVELY, AUTH MAYOR AND/OR SERV DIR. TO ENTER INTO 

CONTRACTS FOR PURCH OF ITEMS IN PARAGRAPH 1 IN ACCORD WITH ANY 

PROCUREMENT PROCESS AUTHORIZED BY ORC OR CANTON COD ORD; AUTH AUDITOR 

TO DRAW WARRANTS UPON RECEIPT OF VOUCHERS; EMERGENCY (APPROX TOTAL 

$276,500.00). – FINANCE & PUBLIC PROPERTY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEES 

 

36. SERVICE DIRECTOR HIGHMAN:  AUTH AUDITOR TO PAY MORAL OBS OWED FOR 

CONSTRUCTION SERVS RELATED TO 44TH ST. WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT/ROADWAY 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT; AUTH AUDITOR TO DRAW WARRANTS UPON RECEIPT OF 

VOUCHERS; EMERGENCY. – FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

37. SERVICE DIRECTOR HIGHMAN:  AUTH MAYOR AND/OR SERV DIR TO ENTER INTO 

CONTRACT AMENDMENT/CHANGE ORDER IN AMT OF $83,956.00 WITH IBI GROUP FOR 

ENGINEERING SERVS RELATED TO COLONIAL BLVD. RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, 

PHASE 1, G.P. 1206, PID 111059; AMEND APPROP O#239/2020 ($26,500.00 SUPP APPROP FR 

UNAPPROP BAL OF 5201 WATER WORKS FUND TO 5201 202062 COLONIAL BLVD. 

RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, GP 1206 – OTHER; AUTH AUDITOR TO DRAW WARRANTS 

UPON RECEIPT OF VOUCHERS; EMERGENCY. –FINANCE AND PUBLIC SAFETY & 

THOROUGHFARES COMMITTEES 
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38. SERVICE DIRECTOR HIGHMAN:  AUTH MAYOR AND/OR SERV DIR TO ENTER INTO 

CHANGE ORDER NO. 4 AND FINAL FOR PROJ IN AMT OF $18,856.03; RETRO AUTH 

ACTIONS TAKEN TO COMPLETE PROJ PRIOR TO PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE AND DIRECT 

AUDITOR TO PAY MORAL OBS RELATED; AUTH AUDITOR TO DRAW WARRANTS UPON 

RECEIPT OF VOUCHERS; EMERGENCY (CLEVELAND AVE NW ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT 

– PART 1, CULTURAL CENTER STREETSCAPE PHASE 2, GP 1311 AND 1312). - FINANCE 

AND PUBLIC SAFETY & THOROUGHFARES COMMITTEES 

 

39. SERVICE DIRECTOR HIGHMAN:  AUTH MAYOR AND/OR SERV DIR TO ENTER INTO 

CHANGE ORDER 2 AND FINAL WITH CENTRAL ALLIED ENTERPRISES IN AMT OF 

$93,593.67 FOR PROJ; RETROACTIVELY AUTH ACTIONS TAKEN TO COMPLETE PROJ 

PRIOR TO COMPLETION OF FINAL CHANGE ORDER DIRECTING AUDITOR TO PAY ALL 

MORAL OBS; AMEND APPROP O#239/2020 ($21,890.29 SUPP APPROP FR UNAPPROP BAL OF 

4592 HARMONT AVE. NE RESURFACING PROJECT, GP 1322 FUND TO 4592 202059 

HARMONT AVE. NE RESURFACING PROJECT, GP 1322 – OTHER; AUTH AUDITOR TO 

DRAW WARRANTS UPON RECEIPT OF VOUCHERS; EMERGENCY. –FINANCE AND PUBLIC 

SAFETY & THOROUGHFARES COMMITTEES 

 

40. SERVICE DIRECTOR HIGHMAN:  AUTH MAYOR AND/OR SERV DIR TO ENTER INTO 

AMENDMENT #2 TO CIVIC CENTER MGMT AGMT WITH SMG EXTENDING EXP DATE OF 

CURRENT AGMT TO 12/31/21; AUTH AUDITOR TO DRAW WARRANTS UPON RECEIPT OF 

VOUCHERS APPRV’D BY PROPER APPT’G AUTHORITY BASED ON OUTCOME OF 

TRANSACTION RESULTING FR ORDINANCE. – FINANCE COMMITTEE  

 

41. SERVICE DIRECTOR HIGHMAN:  AUTH MAYOR AND/OR SERV DIR TO ENTER INTO PROJ 

AGMT WITH FRESH MARK, INC. FOR RELOCATION OF EXISTING SANITARY SEWER; 

AUTH MAYOR AND/OR SERV DIR TO ENTER INTO EASEMENT AGMTS NECESSARY TO 

CONSTRUCT PROJ; AUTH MAYOR AND/OR SERV DIR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACTS 

NEEDED FOR PHASE I OF FRESH MARK SANITARY SEWER RELOCATION WAIVING INF 

RESOLUTION REQUIREMENTS OF CANTON COD ORD 105.09 FOR PURCH OF ITEMS 

UNDER $50,000.00; AUTH AUDITOR TO DRAW WARRANTS UPON RECEIPT OF VOUCHERS; 

EMERGENCY. – FINANCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL & PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEES 

 

ORDINANCES AND FORMAL RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING 

PRESIDENT SHERER: We are now under Ordinances and Formal Resolutions for their First Reading.  Mr. 

Clerk, would you please begin with Ordinance #1. 

 

NOTE:  PRESIDENT SHERER CALLED UPON CLERK DOUGHERTY TO READ ORDINANCES #1 

THROUGH #7 FOR THEIR FIRST READING BY TITLE AS REQUIRED BY STATE LAW, AS 

FOLLOWS (O#6 AND O#7 ADOPTED): 

 

O#1. (1ST RDG) A RESOLUTION WITHDRAWING CANTON’S OBJECTION TO THE TRANSFER 

OF A LIQUOR PERMIT LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY; AND DECLARING THE 

SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY (PERMIT #6547855, C-1-2, 12TH STREET 

MARKET LLC DBA 12TH STREET MARKET @ 1100 12TH STREET NW, WARD 1) 

  Referred to Judiciary Committee 
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O#2. (1ST RDG) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE NO. 239/2020; 

AND DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY ($187,275.00 SUPP 

APPROP FR UNAPPROP BAL OF 2219 EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT FUND 

TO 2219 506001 EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT - OTHER) (ESG PROGRAMS) 

  Referred to Finance Committee 

 

O#3. (1ST RDG) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1305.01(A), MEMBERS; APPOINTMENT, 

QUALIFICATIONS AND VACANCY OF CHAPTER 1305, BOARD OF BUILDING 

APPEALS 

  Referred to Judiciary Committee 

 

O#4. (1ST RDG) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 

SERVICE, OR THEIR DESIGNEE TO APPROPRIATE THE ESTATE AND/OR 

INTEREST IN THE PROPERTIES DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A IN FURTHERANCE 

OF THE N.E. CANTON INDUSTRIAL PARK PROJECT G.P. 1148; AUTHORIZING 

THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, OR THEIR DESIGNEE TO 

MAKE MINISTERIAL CHANGES TO CORRECT PROPERTY OWNER NAMES, 

PARCEL NUMBERS, AND OTHER NUMERICAL DESCRIPTIVE OR 

TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS; AND DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN 

EMERGENCY 

  Referred to Public Safety & Thoroughfares and Finance Committees 

 

O#5. (1ST RDG) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO PAY VERIZON WIRELESS 

A MORAL OBLIGATION IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $4,434.01 FOR THE 

WATER DEPARTMENT; AND DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY 

(NOV & DEC ACTIVATION OF CELLPHONES) 

  Referred to Finance Committee 

 

O#6. (1ST RDG) ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 25/2021  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

AUDITOR TO PAY RAY BERTOLINI TRUCKING CO. A MORAL OBLIGATION 

IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $34,156.00 FOR DEMOLITION OF 600 – 15TH 

ST NW; AND DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY  

  Referred to Finance Committee 

 

O#7. (1ST RDG) ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 26/2021 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR OR DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ENTER INTO A 

CONDITIONAL GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE CANTON REGIONAL 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOUNDATION, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

$25,000.00 UTILIZING 2175 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUNDS, TO BE USED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE JOBSOHIO COMMERCIAL AIR SERVICE 

RESTORATION PROGRAM; AND DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN 

EMERGENCY 

  Referred to Finance Committee 
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CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  At this time, the Chair would declare an in-house recess for Finan… for the Finance 

Committee to meet in regards to Ordinances #6 and 7 on your agenda this evening.  You are now in recess. 

 

(COUNCIL RECESSED AT 7:14 PM FOR THE FINANCE COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS O#6 AND O#7; 

RECONVENED AT 7:16 PM) 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Council is reconvening after the recess.  Leader. 

   

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move we suspend Rule 22A and add Ordinances 6 and 7 back to this 

evening’s agenda. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded to suspend Rule 22A to place Ordinances 6 and 7 back 

on this evening’s agenda.  Are there any remarks? …Hearing none, roll call vote, please. 

 

NO REMARKS        ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  The motion carries and Ordinances 6 and 7 are a legal part of your agenda.  Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:   Mr. President, I move we suspend Statutory Rules on Ordinances 6 and 7. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded to suspend the Statutory Rules on Ordinances 6 and 7.  

Are there any remarks?  …Hearing none, roll call vote, please. 

 

NO REMARKS        ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  You’ve heard the three readings, Leader Smuckler. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move we adopt Ordinance #6. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded that you adopt Ordinance #6.  Are… are there any 

remarks under this Ordinance? …Hearing none, roll call vote, please. 

 



COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS JOURNAL 109  JOURNAL PAGE 46 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING FEBRUARY 8, 2021 
 

NO REMARKS                         ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 

           

CLERK DOUGHERTY:   Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

       #6 ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 25/2021 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Motion carries and Ordinance #6 is adopted.  Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move we adopt Ordinance #7. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded that you adopt Ordinance #7.  Are there any remarks 

under this Ordinance? …Hearing none, roll call vote, please. 

 

NO REMARKS                    ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 

           

CLERK DOUGHERTY:   Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

       #7 ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 26/2021 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Motion carries and Ordinance #7 is adopted.   

 

ORDINANCES AND FORMAL RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  We are now under Ordinances and Formal Resolutions for their Second Reading.   Mr. 

Clerk, would you please read Ordinance #8. 

 

NOTE:  PRESIDENT SHERER CALLED UPON CLERK DOUGHERTY TO READ ORDINANCE #8 FOR 

ITS SECOND READING BY TITLE AS REQUIRED BY STATE LAW, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

O#8. (2ND RDG) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 

SERVICE TO ENTER INTO A JOINT FACILITY DEVELOPMENT AND USE 

AGREEMENT WITH CANTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT PURSUANT TO OHIO 

REVISED CODE 755.16 AND OHIO REVISED CODE 3313.59 FOR UPGRADES TO 

AND THE USE OF THURMAN MUNSON MEMORIAL STADIUM; AND 

DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY 

 

ORDINANCES AND FORMAL RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD AND FINAL READING 

PRESIDENT SHERER: We are now under Ordinances and Formal Resolutions for their Third/Final Reading 

and Vote.  Mr. Clerk, would you please begin with Ordinance #9. 

 

NOTE:  PRESIDENT SHERER CALLED UPON CLERK DOUGHERTY TO READ ORDINANCES #9 

THROUGH #13 FOR THEIR THIRD READING BY TITLE AS REQUIRED BY STATE LAW, AS 

FOLLOWS:  
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O#9. (3RD RDG) ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 27/2021 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR 

THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES, IN ONE OR 

MORE SERIES, IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

$1,200,000.00 FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE COSTS OF CONSTRUCTING, 

FURNISHING, EQUIPPING AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING A CITY 

COMMUNITY CENTER INCLUDING FACILITIES TO PROVIDE COMMUNITY 

HEALTH AND RELATED SERVICES 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move we adopt Ordinance #9. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded to adopt Ordinance #9.  Are there any remarks? 

…Hearing none, roll call vote, please. 

 

NO REMARKS         ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

  #9 ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 27/2021 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Motion carries and Ordinance #9 is adopted.  Ordinance #10, please. 

 

O#10. (3RD RDG) ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 28/2021 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR OR DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO:  ADVERTISE, RECEIVE BIDS, 

AWARD AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR THE SALE OF CITY OWNED 

REAL PROPERTY, NO LONGER NEEDED FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES, 

LOCATED AT STARK COUNTY AUDITOR PARCEL NUMBERS 231489, 234120, 

206291, 283730 AND 214813 AND TO ENTER INTO ALL CONTRACTS 

NECESSARY TO FACILITATE SAID SALES; AND DECLARING THE SAME TO 

BE AN EMERGENCY (231489 - 1928 3RD ST SE, FIRST MENNONITE CH; 234120 - 

SENECA PL NE, SMHA; 206291 – 7TH ST NE, SMHA; 283730 & 214813 – LIPPERT 

RD NE, SMHA) 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move we adopt Ordinance #10. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded to adopt Ordinance #10.  Are there any remarks?   

…Hearing none, roll call vote, please. 
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NO REMARKS         ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

  #10 ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 28/2021 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Motion carries and Ordinance #10 is adopted.  Ordinance #11, please. 

 

O#11. (3RD RDG) ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 29/2021 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

REPLACEMENT OF WATERLINE ALONG SR-172 FROM PERRY DRIVE TO 

SARATOGA AVE NW AND PERRY DRIVE FROM 12TH ST SW TO SR-172; AND 

DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move we adopt Ordinance #11. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded to adopt Ordinance #11.  Are there any remarks?   

…Hearing none, roll call vote, please. 

 

NO REMARKS         ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

  #11 ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 29/2021 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Motion carries and Ordinance #11 is adopted.  Ordinance #12, please. 

 

O#12. (3RD RDG) ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 30/2021  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR OR DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO NEGOTIATE AND ENTER 

INTO AGREEMENT FOR PURCHASE OF PARCEL NO. 213133; AND 

DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY (VACANT LOT AT SW 

CORNER OF 15TH ST AND CHERRY AVE NE) 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move we adopt Ordinance #12. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded to adopt Ordinance #12.  Are there… are there any 

remarks?   …Hearing none, roll call vote, please. 

 

NO REMARKS         ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 
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CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

  #12 ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 30/2021 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Motion carries and Ordinance #12 is adopted.  Ordinance #13, please. 

 

O#13. (3RD RDG) ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 31/2021  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR OR DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO NEGOTIATE AND ENTER 

INTO AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF PARCEL NO. 5210306; AND 

DECLARING THE SAME TO BE AN EMERGENCY 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President, I move we adopt Ordinance #13. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK:  Second. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  It’s been moved and seconded to adopt Ordinance #13.  Are there any remarks?   

…Hearing none, roll call vote, please. 

 

NO REMARKS         ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

  #13 ADOPTED AS ORDINANCE NO. 31/2021 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Motion carries and Ordinance #13 is adopted.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

PRESIDENT SHERER: We are now under announcement of Committee Meetings.  

 

MEMBER MARIOL:  Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Member Mariol. 

 

MEMBER MARIOL:  Finance Committee will meet February 22nd at 6:00 P.M. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Thank you, Member Mariol. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Member Schulman. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Yes, same time, same place for Judiciary. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Thank you, Member Schulman. 
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CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Public Safety & Thoroughfares. 

 

MEMBER KIMBROUGH:  Yes, Public Safety & Thoroughfares will meet the same time, same place.  Thank 

you. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Thank you, Member Kimbrough. 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Clerk Dougherty. 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Director Highman will be giving a presentation on utility rates and the Canton City 

School Representatives will be here to give an update on Canton City Schools, same time, same place. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Thank you, Clerk Dougherty.   

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

PRESIDENT SHERER: We’re now under Miscellaneous Business, and I believe...   

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Wait, whoa, whoa, whoa.  Don’t just announce him, please. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Okay. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Cause I want to lay the groundwork for this. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Majority Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  COVID 19 which has become a part and fabric of society, there isn’t a day goes by 

that I don’t get a phone call.  And I called Mr. Adams today because I’m frustrated.  I’m frustrated with telling 

seniors that are 70… sorry, 80 years old that they’ve gotta call five different places to get shots, ten different 

places to get shots.  There’s no one phone number to call.  I’m frustrated because there’s line jumping going on, 

and we all know there’s line jumping going on.  I’m frustrated because they believe that the Canton City Health 

Department is controlling the line jumping, controlling who’s getting the shots, when they’re getting the shots.  

I’m also frustrated because there isn’t enough vaccines.  And again, they seem to think that’s the Canton City 

Health Department’s fault.  And I talk to the Mayor at least twice a week about this.  And I called Mr. Adams 

today and I asked him to please come for Miscellaneous Business to give a Reader’s Digest version that was 

very understandable because my understanding is the Council President’s getting calls too of these particular 

subjects and how, as government elected officials, we can deal with these.  Thank you.  Mr. Adams, if you 

could please bring us up to date on this. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Uh, thank you, Mr. Majority Leader, President of Council and 

Members of Council.  Spend a few minutes talking about COVID.  Um, I had a brief slide presentation.  I don’t 

know if Mr. Barton will let me share my screen to show that.  If not, I can just go through the presentation 

(inaudible). 
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CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Yeah, but try to speak up. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  (Inaudible)… hear me a little better now? 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Yes. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Okay, thanks.  Uh, there are just a few things… uh, here we go.  Give 

me one second, please.  Thank you.  (Brief pause)  And you folks should see a brief presentation.  Like any 

good government official, I have a few briefing slides.  I just want to talk a little bit about our vaccine 

objectives.  Uh, Ohio stated objectives for COVID vaccination, to save lives of the most vulnerable and to make 

the most efficient use of the vaccine possible.  So as the Majority Leader stated, we are all frustrated by vaccine 

supplies.  Uh, this is very early in our vaccination campaign, and during this early period, vaccine supplies are 

limited and so we have to make the most efficient use of those.  Ohio, like most of the rest of the country, has 

initiated a staged approach for vaccine delivery.  Uh, the three phases that have been identified correspond with 

increasing vaccine supply.  We are obviously in Phase 1 right… right now because we have very limited 

vaccine supply.  At this point, it… it is unknown when we can transition into Phase 2 or Phase 3.  It’s just 

simply too early to tell.  Ohio has further segmented Phase 1 into what we now famously known as 1A and 1B.  

Uh, the first roll out of the vaccine started at the last week of December, and it was targeted toward what we call 

Phase 1A, that is healthcare workers, EMS, long term care, people that live in congregate settings of high risk 

such as skilled nursing facilities and other… uh, a few other situations.  Phase 1B, which we are in now, are… 

is (inaudible) to a resident 65 and up, those with various health issues and employees and staff of K through 12 

education and a few other settings.  I have listed some of the dates that we started vaccinating there.  We started 

January 18th with people that were 80 and older.  Uh, we had a very nice roll out for that.  We had a very good 

response from our older population and it was very… um, very moving to be able to serve that population, 

which we appreciated very much.  On the 25th of January, that was further extended to folks that were age 75 

and older and also persons with severe congenital conditions with intellectual behavioral health issues.  And we 

partnered with our Depart… Department of Developmental Disabilities to help serve those individuals.  Uh, 

most of those ended up being… uh, getting their vaccinations through a county clinic which was very helpful.  

At the first of February, we started with ages 70 and older.  Uh, some school districts in the state also started 

vaccinating school staff and it was also expanded to people with certain medical conditions that may not have 

intellectual or behavioral issues.  As of today, we were authorized to be able to serve people 65 and older, and 

we are scheduled to do a clinic on February 10th for Canton City Public Schools and our private school staff that 

are located in the City of Canton.  Now, that’s gonna be a large clinic for us.  We are planning on vaccinating 

approximately 1,100 people within that one or two day period.  And that was authorized by the Governor and… 

and the priority for this week is for us instead of the school staff.  Real quickly on how vaccine is allocated.  We 

all know the Federal Government has… has developed and procured this vaccine and they establish the general 

guidelines for its use.  Uh, specific allocation plans are the responsibility of the State and each state can be 

different, so you’ll see a little bit different vaccine utilization depending upon the state.  For Ohio, Ohio is 

mostly controlled by the Governor’s Office and his Cabinet.  Ohio learns of its Federal allocation usually on a 

Tuesday or a Wednesday, so we’ll know on Tuesday or Wednesday how much vaccine has been allocated to 

Ohio for use by its citizens.  We didn’t make an allocation decision, Ohio does based upon a model that they’ve 

developed which is based on populations, also based somewhat on equity… uh, and it… when they determine 

the number of doses that are needed for Phase 1A individuals, for Phase 1B individuals and also for second 

dose.  So as you’ll recall, both the vaccines that were approved for use in the United States require two doses 
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for full immunity.  So we have to also plan for second doses every time they give a first dose.  Local allocations 

for us appear in our system on a Tuesday or… on a Thursday or Friday, and our shipments arrive generally 

Monday or Tuesday and sometimes on Wednesday.  Uh, I do want to point out that all vaccine providers are 

bound by legal agreement with Ohio to follow Ohio guidelines and rules.  So, as the Majority Leader suggested, 

there might be some folks who do not follow the guidelines, but we’re all required to follow the same rules and 

the same guidelines.  So folks that do that are doing that at their own peril.  The challenges we have in 

scheduling in our clinics is that we don’t know our allocation usually until the Thursday or Friday the week 

before, then we have to plan our clinics.  Sometimes the actual amounts received vary from the allocation plan, 

so we don’t know what we have until it appears on the doorstep.  And we have received both Pfizer and 

Moderna products, and both, as you’ve heard in the news, require very different and very unique handling 

characteristics between the two products that make it a challenge to manage.  But for us, for Canton City Public 

Health, the clinic scheduling goes like this.  We have a pre-registration process where people can register their 

interest in getting vaccinated.  They can do that by a web page or by a phone number, and I’ve listed the 

addresses there at cantonhealth.org and then it takes you to a link, to a page where you can schedule or you can 

pre-register for a vaccine, or you can call a phone number, 330-451-6774, whereby you leave your information 

and we will put you on a pre-registration list.  We then use that list to call and schedule appointments based on 

vaccine availability for the… for the coming week.  We are using a vendor to help with that, so not all those 

calls will come from Canton City Public Health.  Just to give you a sense, current allocations will… we’re 

getting about 400 doses of vaccine per… per week for Phase 1B, and our clinic capacity is right now between 

four to six hundred per week with our current staffing.  So we do have enough staffing to keep up with the… 

the… the volume of vaccine that we get, but we do not get enough vaccine.  And just before this call, I did look 

at all the numbers from our pre-registration list.  Right now we have 1,817 people on the list that need to be 

scheduled, and just today we have… we added 169 new people to the list.  So as you can see, unless… unless 

the Federal Government is able to step up production of vaccine and deliver more vaccine to Ohio, we’re gonna 

be always behind the eight ball as far as getting this vaccine out in the community.  So we can handle really 

quite a large volume of vaccinations and what we need of the vaccine to make that happen.   

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  The last thing I want to talk about real quickly is… is there a question? 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  No, go on. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Okay.  The last thing I do want to talk about is equity.  Uh, we think 

equity is a key component for our vaccination program.  Uh, right now our current process can pose, and we 

recognize it does pose challenges to tho… to those that may not have ready access to even some basic 

technology such as a phone or a computer or the Internet.  And we do not want that to be a barrier for… for the 

populations that have already been disenfranchised.  So we also recognize the need to provide further education 

in certain vulnerable and disenfranchised populations, and we’ve been trying to do some of that.  Our current 

equity plan is this.  We establish separate scheduling opportunities each week for what we term as equity 

clinics, and these are distinct and separate from our pre-registration list.  So what they will all… will allow is 

some community partners to directly schedule people into our clinics that did not have to be (inaudible) through 

pre-registration process.  And some vehicles that we’ve used already are the Urban League and churches, and 

we’re also looking to expand then to other equity groups (inaudible) and to disenfranchised populations, so we 
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want to be sure that we are able to reach people that would have trouble being reached otherwise.  Uh, our 

challenges… uh, our guidance is… is changing daily and is sometimes inconsistent.  You’ve all experienced 

that.  I do want to point out there are additional community providers that have been allocating vaccine in Stark 

County.  They include all the Marc’s Pharmacies, all the Giant Eagle Pharmacies, all the Drug Mart 

Pharmacies, My Community Health Center, which is a federally qualified health center and the local hospitals.  

So vaccine is available, not just from the Health Department, but it’s available from other providers in the 

community.  What’s good about that is more providers means greater access, so you want to see more 

providers.  Uh, what’s bad about the current allocation with these other providers is that most of them are not in 

Canton’s areas of highest need to assure equity.  So we think the health departments will also help with that 

equity piece.  And additional providers, as the member… as the Majority Leader has pointed out, may not stick 

to the plan for distribution and go off the rails a little bit which causes problems for everybody.  Uh, we have 

not been able to secure a workable report of vaccinations that we can look at by race, ethnicity and… and zip 

code, so we have… are having a very difficult time determining our performance related to this equity, but we 

are working on that every day to try to get a better understanding of how we’re doing in that area.  And 

obviously I mentioned the uncertainty of vaccine allocation from week to week, and just the pace of vaccination 

clinics in the long term because all this work takes time from other programming that the Health Department 

has but it’s what… it’s what our priority is right now.  And with that, I’ll pause and see if anybody has any 

questions. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Majority Leader. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. Adams, just… I want to break this down so… you’re doing educational shots 

this week, so how many spare vaccines do you have that are not educational that you can give out this week? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Uh, we do have several hundred scheduled.  They’re all second dose 

clinics, so they’re for people who have already received their first dose of vaccine and they’re now scheduled 

for their second dose of vaccine. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  So you have several hundred, but they’re scheduled for second doses, correct? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  That is correct. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  So you will be not giving out any new doses other than the educational? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  That is what we have scheduled for that… this week.  That is correct. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  That’s number one, and that’s the… one of the frustrating parts.  Number two, there 

is no one phone number to call, is that correct? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  That is true.  There is no single phone number to call for scheduling a 

vaccine appointment, so people are left to scour the Internet or… and go shopping and try to find out where 

they can get vaccine available. 

 



COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS JOURNAL 109  JOURNAL PAGE 54 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING FEBRUARY 8, 2021 
 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  If this ever picks up where you get more vaccines, is it possible to hire some part 

time retired people to get more vaccines out other than four to six hundred? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Oh, we have plans where we can vaccinate much more than the 

current capacity we’re going right now, so we’re all using basically (inaudible) staff, but we could bring on 

volunteer staff and we have plans where we can ramp that up should vaccine supplies become greater. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  And so maybe by talking to the State, how many people could you potentially do in 

one day with volunteers? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Well, I think that just depends upon the size of the facility that we’d be 

doing the vaccination at, but for example, we’re planning on doing one thousand at one of the middle schools 

on Wednesday.  And that shouldn’t be a problem for us at all. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Good.  Just like my phone, your phone, you run into people.  This is what’s going 

on, folks, and this is not just simple.  I know when I was out collecting signatures, I got a lot of people that 

stopped me and wanted to know when, where, how I can get a shot, and it’s not that simple now in this current 

climate. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  (Inaudible)  Mr. Adams, I have a question.  I know I been getting a lot of phone calls 

myself, and then I’ve been hearing where there have been persons going into senior high rise buildings and 

doing them there.  How… how does one area get that done?  Say for instance, let me ask… a lot of those 

residents up there are senior citizens and they really can’t get out, and I noticed the Wellness Center, someone 

came over there and gave them shots.  They also did it at a building on Market.  So… can you hear me, sir? 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Chris… Chris, you gotta talk in the mic. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Chris, he can’t hear anything. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  He can’t hear me? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Yes, Member… yes, Member Smith, I think your question is about in 

high rise buildings and senior living centers? 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  Yes. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Uh, right.  So, I learned this morning that the State of Ohio through the 

Department of Aging, is planning on a vaccination campaign in those kinds of facilities utilizing the National 

Guard.  And so we are hoping to get further clarification on how that program’s gonna work later this week. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  Okay.  So you will be doing more of that in facilities around the City? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  I’m sorry, Member Smith, I can’t hear you. 
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PRESIDENT SHERER:  Member Smith, you gotta… you gotta press the button. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  I said will you be doing… are you saying that you will be doing more facilities around the 

City where they will go in and administer the vaccines to the residents? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Our campaign right now is going out into the community to get people 

registered and scheduled for appointments, but right now the vaccine clinics are at the Health Department. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  Okay.  I’ll call you tomorrow cause I still don’t get no clarity on what my question was, so 

I’ll just call you tomorrow. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Okay, that’s fine.   

 

MEMBER SMITH:  Okay. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  I’m sorry I didn’t quite hear.  If you want to restate it real quick, I can 

try to answer the question. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  Well, the question was, how do a facility such as Queen Ester, Gerard Gardens get persons 

to come in and administer the vaccines like the Wellness Center on Mahoning Road did and the… um, the 

facility that’s on Market about a half block, I don’t know the name of it, from CSE? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  The… the answer to that is, for vaccination clinics, is that the Ohio 

Department of Aging is working with the Ohio National Guard to schedule clinics into those kinds of facilities, 

and that… that planning is occurring right now and I don’t know the specifics of the plan. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  Okay.  Thank you. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Thank you, Member Smith. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Member Hall. 

 

MEMBER HALL:  Director Adams, I have been getting complaints about people who have tried to pre-register 

and they have… still haven’t got a response, but they have went to some of these other providers and not only 

have they been… have gotten responses, but they’ve already got their vaccination and still haven’t heard from 

the Health Department. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  We do not call every individual that gets on the list that they have 

called and left their information on the phone number, then the… the contractor that we’re using gets them 

registered on the list and they may not get a call in that fashion.  They will get a call if they’re able to be 

scheduled for an appointment for vaccination. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  And Mr. Adams, who is the contractor? 
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MEMBER SCHULMAN:  That’s not good. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  It’s an organization in Akron called C More, C-M-O-R.  Uh, they are a 

market research firm that we’ve used for community health assessments in the past. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  So are you pretty confident in this contractor? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Yes, I’m very confident.  I’ve… they’ve done a nice job for us so far.   

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Well, we just want to make sure, and I agree with Member Hall that we want to make 

sure that our constituents at least gets a courtesy call back to a certain degree, but… 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  But, I… I know from personal experience, Mr. Adams, that what’s happening is 

when the Health Department doesn’t call them back, they think that they haven’t gotten the message so they 

then start searching for somewhere else because everybody’s obviously anxious.  Uh, my mother, who’s 90 

years old, did that and ended up have… getting hers at a local Drug Mart.  So, I don’t know how that system 

works, but maybe there’s something that they can do to assure that the people are at least on the list or 

something.  I think it is probably very… extremely confusing for… for our elder population.   

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Well, let me reiterate that this is the way the State of Ohio has set up 

this system and that people are basically on their own to try to find a provider to get vaccine, and the Health 

Department is only one of many providers in the community for that. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  I’d say okay.  I don’t like that, but I understand. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  U-mm.   

 

MEMBER MARIOL:  Mr. President. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:   (Inaudible)… understand. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mis… Mist… Um, Mr. Mariol, hang on a minute.  Mr. Adams, I don’t think you 

caught the gist of this, and I will go over this with the Mayor later, and I know I’m one of them.  I got… I think 

the seniors are afraid that since you’re not responding back, you’re on a list, they don’t know if you’re on your 

health… on the health… um, the Canton City Health list or not, and I think what we’re asking you to do is to 

forward an e-mail back saying yeah, we’ve received your request or something that says these people know that 

somewhere in the near future they will be getting a shot. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Okay.  I get what you’re saying. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  And Mr. Adams, just to add to the Majority Leader’s comments, that the phone calls 

that I was receiving, and I… I truly believe that you guys are doing the best that you can under these 

circumstances, there is no doubt about that.  But the phone calls that I receive is just a communication, and, you 

know, I… you know, whether it’s… whether we’re gonna put it on Facebook or the… on a website or whatever, 
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but just, you know, it’s just… not saying there’s a breakdown of communication, but when they don’t hear 

anything, that’s the biggest… that’s the biggest complaint and they even… I’m not quite sure what we can do to 

rectify that problem, but we’re all gonna have to work together, there’s no doubt about that. 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Member Mariol. 

 

MEMBER MARIOL:  Mr. President.  Yeah, I… I… not to beat a dead horse, but I wanted to comment also on 

the… uh, the idea of the call backs.  Um, if someone’s calling and they’re calling the Health Department, and 

they don’t hear back, especially at a time where everyone is very nervous and that’s… that’s not gonna be a 

good experience and… and it’s not gonna inspire the public that we’ve got this under control.  So I think the 

call back is just incredibly critical.  Um, I know just from private business, you don’t call somebody back, not 

only do you lose that customer… um, the bad publicity has a multiplying effect so I think that’s a crucially, 

crucially important part… part to this. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  I will share that when people have asked if they’ve been on the list and 

I’ve checked for them, they have invariably always been on the list.  I’ve never had a case where they have not 

been on the list when they thought they were put on the list.  So I have a high confidence in the… in the ability 

for our group to get them on the pre-registration list.  Now what is also happening is that there’s a delay in the 

amount of… in the… in the amount of time we have from the time they’re on the list to when they can get 

scheduled for a vaccine, and that delay is going to get longer and people are going to be frustrated by that.  And 

so you find people that… that’ll get on multiple lists, so they’ll register with us, they’ll register with Drug Mart, 

they register with Giant Eagle and they just go to the first place where they get vaccinated.  And that 

unfortunately is the scheme that Ohio has set up with to start with, and there’s really nothing I can do about that. 

 

MEMBER MORRIS:  Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Member Morris. 

 

MEMBER MORRIS:  Director Adams, when you state Drug Mart and Giant Eagle and some of the other 

people are getting the vaccinations in, do we have any idea as to the quantities that are being distributed to them 

as well?  Uh... it… it’s… 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Yes, every week… every week I get a list.  I do get a list and I know 

how much are allocated to the other providers, and each of these other providers are getting… getting 100 

vaccines a week. 

 

MEMBER MORRIS:  Okay, thank you. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  U-mm. 

 

MEMBER MARIOL:  Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Member… Member Mariol. 
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MEMBER MARIOL:  Uh, with the other providers that aren’t Canton City Health, has there been any 

coordination with those providers to be able to refer back and forth, find out if there’s any open availabilities on 

a certain week, so when people do call us, we aren’t able to get them vaccinated quickly, we might be able to 

route them to one of these providers, and as time goes on and more vaccine becomes available, I would imagine 

that that kind of coordination would be beneficial.  Are we doing any of that right now? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  No.  We do not have the resources to do that.  And that is the 

suggestion where you might think about a one call number or something like that, and that just doesn’t exist. 

 

MEMBER MARIOL:  Mr. President.  I guess the follow up is what kind of resources would it take to be able to 

establish something like that?  Is there any way we could have… have that provided to us?  I imagine when you 

say resources, you mean money, so I know that dollar amount (inaudible). 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Yeah.  I don’t know.  I don’t know.  And, you know, like I… I only… 

I only know that I can control the vaccine that I get in my clinic and the… and the response of the peop… of my 

clinic and be able to manage that.  So I cannot manage the vaccine for… for other… other entities, most of them 

that are not even in our jurisdiction. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Uh, Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Member Schulman. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Yes, I had one additional question.  Um, as… as the State sets up what different 

groups are going to be getting the vaccine, does that sometimes mean that we haven’t really taken care of some 

higher on the list as they keep opening it up to younger people? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  That absolutely means that.  We have… and we also get new people 

that are interested, let’s say, I just saw today that we had some people that were in their eighties that were 

interested in getting vaccine.  So our list becomes inclusive, so, yes.  We are moving on, we have not finished 

the ones before. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Well, that just makes it more confusing, doesn’t it? 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS: Yeah. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Oh, okay.  Wow. 

 

MEMBER HALL:  (In a quieter voice)  Well why would they open it up to the younger people if you ain’t took 

care of the older people yet. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Are there any… 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  I would guess that the reason why… I guess why the reason they would do that is 

they made a deduction that there’s going to be more vaccines available, but as they keep moving people 
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younger and younger and then the older people aren’t getting it, then it becomes like a mass confusion cause 

everybody thinks they’re ready for the next group and they’re not.  Or you’re not because you don’t want that 

product. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  So most of those decisions I have no control over. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Yeah, I understand that. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  And my goal is to make sure that I run an efficient vaccination clinic, 

that I use all the vaccination that’s allocated to me and that I pay attention to equity in the community because 

people that are able to find vaccine at these other providers are people that have better access, and I want to 

make sure that we also are paying attention to people that cannot do that. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Okay.  I understand.  Well, if there’s anything I can do, I’ll be happy to get on the 

phone. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Thank you. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Are there any additional questions for Mr. Adams?  Jim, I would like to thank you for 

the job that you’re doing.  There’s no doubt that these are extraordinary circumstances that we’re going through 

right now, but we’re just gonna have to get through this together.  But I want to thank you for attending tonight. 

 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER ADAMS:  Thank you, Mr. President.  I appreciate the opportunity to clarify what 

we’re doing. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  Thank you. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Alright, thank you. 

 

MEMBER SCHULMAN:  How to stay sane. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Is there anything else under Miscellaneous Business for this evening? 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  Yes, Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Member Smith. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  On a good note, I want to send a shout out to Hartford 7th and 8th graders.  They are 

undefeated.  They moved on tonight to the finals and they got two more games and if they win those, they 

gonna be the city champs.  So that is Hartford Bull Dogs.  (Inaudible voice in the background)  Uh, that’s a… 

(Chuckles)  Somebody said where’s that located?  None other than in the 4th Ward.  Why would you ask?  And 

I’d like to send a shout out to Coach Frank “Boo” McCleod and his staff.  They were outstanding.  And I… I’m 

not trying to brag about them on the real side, but they usually beat whoever they play at least by thirty points, 

you know, and so they beat them tonight by fifty.  You know, just to let you all know.  (Chuckles)  Ah, yes. 
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MAYOR BERNABEI:  Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Mayor Bernabei. 

 

MAYOR BERNABEI:  Uh, Member Smith, would you also like to announce the food giveaway this coming 

Saturday in your ward, please. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  Oh, yes, I forgot about the food giveaway.  Listen, City, there’s going to be a food 

giveaway, and this is going to be going on twice a month and it’s starting this Saturday which is the 13th? 

 

MAYOR BERNABEI:  13th. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  The 13th and the 25th, I think it is.  And it’s Canton out of Canton.  Uh, it’s a group of guys 

that came and gave away food during the holiday time, and they’re gonna be doing this every month, twice a 

month, and it’s gonna be done at none other in… than in the 4th Ward at the Southeast Community Center.  

(Inaudible voice in the background)   So (chuckles)… so for further information, you can call me or you can 

call the office and if you didn’t get that clarity, that’s going to start this Saturday and it’s gonna be done twice a 

month.  The time is one to four, so please get the word out and anybody and everybody come and get some 

food, alright?  Thank you, Mayor, for reminding me about that.  I was so excited about them Bull Dogs, I forgot 

about the food giveaway.  (Chuckles)  

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Thank... thank you, Member Smith, and for clarification, Member Babcock, that is 

THE 4th Ward.  (Laughter) 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  That’s right.  Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER:  Thank you, Member Smith.  Is there any other Miscellaneous Business for this 

evening? …Alright, hearing none, Clerk Dougherty, our quote for the week, please. 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Member Smith, I… I’m… that’s my alma mater. 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  I knew you were going to say (chuckles)… I knew you was gonna say that. 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  I… I played basketball and yes, I did start.  (Laughter) 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  I knew you was gonna say that.  (Chuckles) 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY:  Your quote, “I had no idea that history was being made.  I was just tired of giving 

up.” – Rosa Parks 

 

MEMBER SMITH:  Alright! 

 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  Mr. President. 
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PRESIDENT SHERER:  Leader Smuckler. 

MEMBER SMUCKLER:  I move we adjourn. 

 

MEMBER BABCOCK: Second.  

 

PRESIDENT SHERER: It’s been moved and seconded to adjourn.  Mr. Clerk, roll call vote, please. 

 

NO REMARKS        ROLL CALL 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS 

 

CLERK DOUGHERTY: Twelve yeas, Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT SHERER: This meeting is adjourned.  Stay safe and stay warm.  (Gavel falls).   

 

ADJOURNMENT TIME:   8:00 PM 

 

ATTEST:  2/11/21  APPROVED:  

 

DAVID R. DOUGHERTY WILLIAM SHERER, II 

 CLERK OF COUNCIL                                                    PRESIDENT   


